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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE

As everybody must be aware, our fragile economy is under threat because
of the spread of Foot and Mouth. Whatever one’s views on the political
and economic issues surrounding the situation, it is clearly in our interests
to help combat the spread of the disease. If in any doubt, please contact the
following sources of information.

INFORMATION ON ACCESS

At the time of going to press, Arduaine Gardens has re-opened, access is
now allowed in a number of Forestry Commission areas and British
Waterways has just announced that the Crinan Canal is open again. The
Tourist Information Office is being kept informed of what is and what isn’t
open to the public and they are issuing daily up-dates on the situation.

For information contact:-

Oban Tourist Information Office  Tel: 01631 563122
Fax: 01631 564273

Web sites - www.visitscottishheartlands.org
www.scotexchange.net




A FARMER’S MESSAGE ON FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE

Foot and mouth disease is undoubtedly the most devastating ailment of
cloven hooved animals that I have encountered in the time I have been
farming at Bragleenmore. The affect on the farming industry is terrifying,
widespread and economically disastrous. The way that this particular strain
of the virus is behaving makes it very difficult to control. It is highly
contagious and it passes readily between animals and it also spreads in the
wind very easily. Contamination can be carried in many ways; footwear,
clothing, pets and vehicles are all possible methods of spreading the
disease.

Fortunately, we have avoided Foot and Mouth so far in Argyll but the
influence on farmers and the whole community is crippling. Only with
continued vigilance, the ongoing use of disinfectant and hard work can it be
kept at bay and therefore allow us to go about our daily business as
normally as possible.

Clearly it would not be sensible to go walking in the countryside in infected
areas. But, in other parts of the country where there are access
opportunities which do not bring the public into direct contact with
animals, and where risk assessment has been undertaken, they should be
used to the full. We do not want “Closed” signs all over Scotland. But,
where there are “No Access” signs, it is vital that they are respected.

Farming businesses and farming families are often dependent on visitors.
We are part of the tourism industry, and the land being used by the farmers
is a key contributor to Scotland’s famous landscapes. So there is a
common purpose in telling the public that there are places where they can

£0.

Opening up access in places where it does not go against official advice,
will help. It will take pressure off those areas that are more sensitive and
where containment is essential thus helping the eradication of this dreadful
disease.

Angus Macl‘adyen



FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, 11* April - Garlic Theatre presents Flea Circus as part of
the Puppet Animation Festival at 7.30 p.m. in Craignish Village Hall.
Adults £3, children £1.50.

“A feast of comedy, fantasy and razzamatazz”.

Saturday, 21% April - 1960’s Night from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. in Ardfern
Village Hall in aid of parish funds and the village hall fund. Music
provided by a 5-piece band.

Tickets £3 each available from Mike Erskine (Tel: 01852 200373), Katie
Ritchie (Tel: 01852 500271) or at the door.

Saturday, 28" April - Blessing of the Boats at Ardfern Yacht Centre at
11 a.m. followed by the Spring Fayre at 12 noon in Ardfern Village Hall
in aid of the church Fabric Fund.

Friday, 27" April, 2001 - Coffee Morning from 10.30 a.m. till noon in
Kilmelford Village Hall in aid of parish funds and the Village Hall.
Organisers are Melissa Oatts (Tel: 01852 200314) and Mike Erskine (Tel:
01852 200373). '

Saturday, 19" May - Mexican Night in Craignish Village Hall. Food,
drink and salsa music.

Saturday, 2™ June - the joint Parish Hill Walk is on hold at the moment
pending information on Foot and Mouth.

Wednesday, 13* June - Coffee Morning from 10.30 a.m. till noon in
Kilmelford Village Hall run by the Mother’s and Toddler s group in aid of
their funds. |

Saturday, 28" July - Sale of Work in Ardfern Village Hall from 1 - 5
p-m. in aid of the church.

Sunday, 26" August - Summer Festival at 1 p.m. in Kilmelford Village
Hall. (See Schedule below)



Friday, 28" September, 2001 - Coffee Morning from 10.30 a.m. till noon
in Kilmelford Village Hall in aid of parish funds and the Village Hall.
Organisers are Melissa Oatts (Tel: 01852 200314) and Mike Erskine (Tel:
01852 200373).

LOCH MELFORT ANNUAL BEACH CLEAN

WILL BE HELD ON A DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED IN APRIL 2001
(WATCH OUT FOR THE NOTICE AT THE POST OFFICE)

Around £700 is available for clearing up the 15 miles around Loch Melfort,
which will go towards local children's charities and organisations.

All volunteers welcome on the day; your support is vital not only in raising
money for children's activities, but also to preserve the natural beauty of
Loch Melfort. '

Refreshments available afterwards.

Anyone interested in getting involved, especially with suggestions for
suitable good causes that may benefit from the money available should
contact Neil Manchester (200272) as soon as possible.

EVENTS IN ARDFERN AND CRAOBH HAVEN

At our last Kilninford Newsletter meeting we discussed the possibility of
extending the coverage of the newsletter to include Ardfern and Craobh.
Our communities are closely linked in many ways and we receive support
from them in terms of advertising. However, in spite of the fact that we
have a volunteer “Ardfern correspondent” we decided, on balance, that we
have enough on our plates with the present coverage and that none of us
can spare the extra time that would be required. Ardfern is currently doing
a lot of fund raising for their village hall and we decided that, as a |
compromise, it would be a good idea to include Ardfern and Craobh in our
list of forthcoming events in all issues, not only the December issue.
Valerie Day has kindly agreed to supply this information and a few copies



of the newsletter will be available in the Ardfern and the Craobh Village
Stores.

LOCAL GARDENS OPEN UNDER THE SCOTLAND’S GARDENS
SCHEME

Under this scheme 30% of funds raised g0 to the Queen’s Nurses Scotland,
30% to the National Trust Gardens and 40% to a charity of the choice of
the owner of the garden.

Saturday, 5" May and Sunday 6 May - Arduaine Gardens (National
Trust for Scotland) Entrance fees on these two days are donated to the
Scotland’s Gardens Scheme.

Sunday, 15" April - Easter Egg Hunt from 12 - 4 p.m. at Arduaine
Gardens.

Arduaine Gardens are open all year round from 9.30 a.m. till sunset.
Tel: 01852 200366.

Sheila Downie, An Cala, Isle of Seil - opening shortly through to October.
Monday, 28" May - special open day at An Cala in aid of Marie Curie
Nurses. Teas and plants for sale.

Please verify this information for yourselves as Sheila Downie wasn’t
available to confirm these details.

Tel: 01852 300237

Saturday, 9" June and Sunday 10" June Hilary Hill’s annual garden
opening from 2 - 6 p.m. at Coille Dharaich, Kilmelford. Her choice of
charity is the North Argyll Eventide Home.

The garden is suitable for wheelchairs providing there’s an energetic
pusher. No dogs please.

Entrance - £1.50. Senior Citizens - £1. Accompanied children free of
charge.

Teas - £1.50. Plants for sale.

Tel: 01852 200285.

Minette Struthers, Ardmaddy Castle, Ardmaddy - open all year from 9 a.m.
till sunset. Tel: 01852 300353,



REGULAR EVENTS IN KILMELFORD VILLAGE HALL AND
LOCALLY

Mothers and Toddlers (O - 5 year olds) meet every Wednesday from 10.30
a.m. till 12.30. £1 per child per session.

Stops: 4" April

Starts again: 25" April

Stops: 27" June

Starts again: 22" August

Co-ordinntor - Melissa Oatts (Tel: 01852 200314)

The_ Kilfern Football Club - anyone wanting to arrange 2 match should
contact: Alan Manson (Tel: 01852 200315)

Football - from the beginning of the summer term there will be weekly
evening football sessions for primary school age group in Kilmelford,
thanks to the kind permission of Robert Craig. The day of the week is still
to be arranged.

Contact: Mike Erskine (Tel: 01852 200373)

Badminton Club - the weekly Tuesday night sessions in the Village Hall
will stop at the end of April and resume in the autumn. The club has
enjoyed an excellent season with a good attendance from all age groups.
Many thanks to all who have attended.

Co-ordinator: Mike Erskine (Tel: 01852 200373).

Country Dancing - these popular Thursday evening sessions have now
finished for the summer. A huge debt of thanks is due to Mike, not only for
travelling up from Crinan through the winter months, but also for managing
to impart some of his skills whilst making the classes great fun to attend.

Art Classes — classes are held weekly on Thursdays from 2 - 4.30 p.m. in
the small hall. Fiona Blakey will take a break from teaching over the
summer and will resume classes again in the autumn but the class continues
to meet through the summer.

All are welcome, beginners and more experienced alike.




Classes with Fiona are £5 per person per session.
Teacher - Fiona Blakey (Tel: 01852 300579)

Embroidery Workshops ~ the Wednesday morning workshops will finish at
Easter for a summer break and will resume again in October.
Contact: Elizabeth Asbury (Tel: 01852 200377)

BADMINTON AND SQUASH

Badminton: £2 per hour
Squash: 16 years and over £3/hr
Under 16 years, OAP’s, students and unemployed £1.50/hr

CARETAKING AND BOOKINGS FOR THE HALL

Caretaker:- Deirdre Campbell Gibson (Tel: 01852 200224). A big thank
you, Deirdre, for all that you do for the community in this role.

Bookings should be made during business hours at the Post Office (Tel:
01852 200271) and at Melfort Club (Tel: 01852 200257), both of whose
support is much appreciated.

KILMELFORD AND KILNINVER VILLAGE HALL HIRE CHARGES

Lesser and Main Halls Lesser Hall Main Hall
Charity Fund Raisers £1.20/hr £2.50/hr
Non profit making uses other than £2.20/hr £4.20/hr
Charities £2.50/hr after £5/hr after
5p.m. S p.m.
Profit making events £5.20/hr £10.50/hr

Above charges include kitchen power and use of equtpment for light
refreshment and drink preparation only.

Additional use of kitchen cooking facilities for food preparation can be
made at the following rates: £10 per event.




Evening Dances/Functions 5 p.m. - 11 p.m. (1 a.m. for dances)

Charity £50/session  Deposit: £20
Private £50/session  Deposit: £20
Commercial £75/session  Deposit: £50

N.B. Charges include kitchen power and use of equipment for food and
refreshment preparation.

uuc of Equipment

Crockery, tables and chairs etc may be hired from the Caretaker
who has a full list of the rates.
Charges will be reduced by 50% for non profitmaking local
members e.g.
Tables (12) = £1 per table (50p each for non profitmaking events by
local members)
Chairs (120) = 50p per chair (25p each for non profitmaking events
by local members).

2. Hire is subject to a minimum charge of £10.

Membership and Lost Keys £10 each

After each use the Hall must be left clean and tidy. Failure to do this
will lead to a further charge of £50.

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE

The AGM was held on the 21* February and the following office bearers
were appointed.

Neil Manchester Chairman
Robin Grey Treasurer
Melissa Oatts Secretary



KILNINVER PRIMARY SCHOOL - UP-DATE

The senior pupils recently attended a conference in Larbert organised by
the Scottish Schools Ethos Network. The purpose of the visit was to speak
about being senior pupils at a primary school and to tell delegates from all
over Scotland about the school’s Senior Pupil Forum.

The workshops were led by Catherine Birrell and Jennifer Brown, and
Riona Peterson gave a talk on “How Pupils Contribute to the Writing of
Policy within the School”. The pupils demonstrated the workings of the
Forum by holding a meeting in front of the audience.

The workshops were followed by a debate and Ciaran Stormont and
Rowena Henderson contributed their opinions in front of an audience of
150.

Many of the articles in the latest Kilninver Primary School News reflect
how much pupil participation goes into the decision making process in the
school

Congratulations to Tammie Smith in P2 whose entry for the road safety
calendar competition was commended by the judges and to Primary 6 and
7’s who were awarded First Aid Certificates by the British Red Cross
following a 6 hour course.

The pupils are now looking for help from the community to provide them
with material for their projects on the history and past of our communities.
Primary 4 and 5’s project is “Old School Days” (in both Kilninver and
Kilmelford) and Primary 6 and 7’s project is “Memories of Old Kilninver
and Kilmelford”. The school would welcome any old post cards,
photographs, letters etc with an explanatory description and they are hoping
to interview people with memories of life in our villages in the past. Plans
will be made to exhibit the results within the community once the projects
have been completed.




Festival in Oban.

Friday in the Corran Halls - Recorders and Choirs

Saturday in various venues - Soloists and Instrumentalists

Saturday, 12" May - Summer Fayre at Kilninver Primary School 11 a.m.
tol p.m.

Monday, 14" May - Friday, 18" May - Pr 6 and 7°s Outward Bound
week at Castle Toward.

Friday, 1" June - the Gaelic Choir compete at the Oban Provincial Mod
Thursday, 28" June - End of Session Review in Kilmelford Village Hall
at 7 p.m.

This is an opportunity to come and see the school exhibiting the year’s
achievements and performing the highlights of the school year. This will
include displays of work, a send off for the Primary 7’s, presentations of
Citizenship Awards, musical performances by the choirs and
instrumentalists and a gymnastic display using the new community
equipment which the school has been using regularly in the village hall.
Friday, 29" June - school closes for the summer.

Tuesday, 21* August - Autumn term begins

CONGRATULATIONS to Laura Erskine who, helped by her friends,
raised the huge sum of £366 for the victims of the recent Indian earthquake
disaster. As Headteacher Mr McAllister said, “This was not an event
organised by the school - it was a group of young people in the community
acting independently for the good of those suffering thousands of miles
away, and I commend Laura and her friends for that”.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND SERVICES

Services are held every Sunday at 12 noon alternately in Kilmelford Parish
Church and Kilninver Parish Church.







































